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was by no means universally popular, and there was much criticism of the inconclusive and protracted war with Turkey. The incorporation of western Galicia in the duchy of Warsaw in 1809 alarmed even such staunch supporters of the French alliance as Rumiantsev and Kuraldn.
In 1810 and 1811 the state of Franco-Russian relations rapidly deteriorated. Napoleon, relentlessly pursuing his plans for the enforcement of the Continental System, proceeded to extend his direct dominion over the littoral of the Northern and the Baltic Seas and to make the blockade more stringent. The annexation of Holland by the French empire (July 9, 1810, N.S.) was followed by the so-called Trianon Tariff (August 5, N.S.), which imposed heavy duties on colonial products imported under the cover of a neutral flag. Napoleon requested Alexander (September and October, 1810) to adopt the rates of the Trianon Tariff, as the German states had done, and to close Russian ports to neutral shipping on the ground that neutrals (especially the United States of America) were merely agents of Great Britain and that goods of British origin found their way through Russia to European markets. The tsar not only eluded the acceptance of Napoleon's new demands but on December 19 (December 31, N.S.) issued a tariff which imposed heavy duties on articles imported over the land frontier, especially on certain luxuries, chiefly of French origin, whereas a much more liberal treatment was accorded to sea-borne imports, provided they were carried under the flag of a nation with which Russia was not at war. This legislation was considered in Paris as a direct violation of the Tilsit treaty. The French themselves, however, showed little respect for that agreement. On December 13, N.S., Napoleon annexed the northwestern coast of Germany, including the Hanseatic cities of Hamburg, Bremen, and Liibeck, and by a decree of January 22,1811, N.S., took over the duchy of Oldenburg. The ruling house of that principality was closely related to the Romanov. George of Oldenburg, heir apparent to the duchy, was the husband of Alexander's sister Catherine, and the integrity of his domain was specifically guaranteed by the Treaty of Tilsit, Russia made a formal protest which the French government refused to consider.
Throughout 1811 and the early part of 1812 the fiction of the alliance was maintained, but ominous diplomatic incidents multiplied, the possibility of a Franco-Russian war was freely discussed, and both